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SUBJECT: USSR/INDIA: SPACE COOPERATION. 

1. APPRECIATE LEARNING, VIA NEW DELHI 0476 SENT SECSTATE 
ONLY, OF TIMES OF INDIA ARTICLE OF 18 JANUARY REPORTING 
SOVIET SPACE DELEGATION DUE NEW DELHI 22 JANUARY TO SIGN 
SPACE COOPERATION AGREEMENT THAT WEEK. ARTICLE STATED THAT 
USSR WOULD HELP INDIA FABRICATE A "SOPHISTICATED SPACE 
SATELLITE”, WHICH EMBASSY NEW DELHI NOTED WAS IN ADDITION 

TO SATELLITE UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT BANGALORE. 

2. TIMES OF INDIA REPORT MAY SHED LIGHT ON REMARKS BY 
N. D. SMIRNOV, USSR MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, TO USG 
OFFICIALS IN LONDON 1 1 JANUARY IN COURSE OF IMCO MEETING 
ON MARITIME COMMUNICATION SATELLITES. QUESTIONED ABOUT 
SOVIET INTENTIONS REGARDING A FUTURE SOVIET GEOSTATIONARY 
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GEOSTATIONARY SATELLITE WOULD PROBABLY BE LAUNCHED DURING 
CURRENT CALENDAR YEAR. SMIRNOV ADDED THAT THIS ACTIVITY 
WOULD INVOLVE FORMAL BILATERAL SPACE COOPERATION WITH THE 
OTHER COUNTRY, UNNAMED, PROVIDING LAUNCH SITE. 

3. LAUNCHING OF GEOSTATIONARY SATELLITE FROM POINT 
DISTANT FROM EQUATOR (E.G., USSR) POSES SERIOUS TECHNICAL 
PROBLEMS, WHICH SOVIETS HAVE APPARENTLY NOT BEEN ABLE TO 
OVERCOME. THUS, NEW DELHI'S 0476 COUPLED WITH SMIRNOV'S 

REMARKS RAISES POSSIBILITY USSR-INDIA AGREEMENT MAY COVER 
LAUNCHING FACILITIES IN INDIA FOR SOVIET SATELLITES, AS 

WELL AS LAUNCHING OF INDIAN-MADE SATELLITE IN USSR. 

4. ADDRESSEES REQUESTED REPORT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AS 
DEVELOPED ON SOVIET/INDIAN INTENTIONS OR ACTION RELATING 
TO SPACE SATELLITE COOPERATION. KISSINGER 
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